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U.S. Department Region 5 575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254

. Indiana Division Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration

July 8, 1997

HPG | N
M. Curtis AL Wley
Conmm ssi oner
| ndi ana Departnment of Transportation
I ndi anapolis, IN
Attention: Ms. Darlene Bauman
Dear M. W/ ey:
Subj ect: | NDOT Public Involvenent Procedures

We have conpl eted our review and hereby approve the revised
| NDOT Public Involvenment Procedures forwarded by Ms. Christine
Baynes of your staff by letter dated June 18, 1997.

We believe the updated procedures foster a “seanl ess” public
i nvol venment process which makes sense to the public, identify
and address critical environmental issues early in project
devel opnent, m nim ze duplication of public involvenent
efforts, and neet the need of the public and
resource/ regul atory agencies to provide early and conti nui ng
input to the project devel opnent process. These procedures
address the requirenents in the statew de planning regul ations
(23CFR450. 212). They also fulfill the requirenment in
23CFR771.111(h) (1) that FHWA approve the State's “public

i nvol vement / public hearing” procedures.

These procedures al so enable | ocal public agencies to assune
an increased responsibility in the conduct of public hearings
for their respective project. This should help to foster

i ncreased involvenent by local elected officials in neeting
with their respective constituents to listen to their

concer ns.

These procedures replace the procedures which were approved on
November 17, 1994. Enclosed is a copy of the approved cover-
sheet. Per your June 18, 1997 letter, we understand that you
will distribute copies of the revised |INDOT Public Invol venent



procedures to consultants and |local officia

l's,
statewi de news rel ease stating their availability.

Si ncerely yours,

Art hur

and i ssue a

A. Fendrick, P.E

Di vi si on Adm ni strator

/'] signed//

By:

L. D. Tucker,

P. E.

Pl anni ng & Program

Devel opment
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